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WORKS OF CHARITY AN EVIDENCE OF A GRACIOUS STATE. 


Matt. xxv. 31—46. When the Son of Man shall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him, &c. ;, 


‘Tue world where we live is filled with complaints, and abounds 
inmisery. Which ever way we turn, we behold examples of the 
instability of human affairs. We often see riches make them- 
selves wings and fly away; and our fellow-men, in a variety of 
ways, drinking the bitter cup of adversity. But these things are 
so obvious to every observer, that there is no need to enlarge 
upon them. It may be of more importance to turn your atten- 
tion to the duty of relieving these calamities, so far as your abi- 
lity extends. 

To comfort the afflicted and to alleviate the distresses of un- 
happy men, is confessedly a duty of capital importance. It is 
enjoined in scripture as the chief of the virtues. It is set forth 
as the test of our Christianity. It is selected by our Lord as the 
part of the character most decisive of the life; and it is declared 
in my text, that on this the issue of the final judgment will en- 
tirely depend. Then shall the “King say to them on his right 
hand, come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world: For f was an 
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hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye 


clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and 
ye came unto me—Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me.” “Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungered, and ye gave 
me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me not in: Naked, and ye clothed me 
not: Sick and in prison, and ye visited me not—Verily I say 
unto you, inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me.” 

My brethren, ye know there is a judgment to come—that your 
eyes shall behold the Son of Man—* For we must all appear 
before the judgment-scat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body.”* Let me, therefore, call upon 
you and beseech you, as dying men—as men who have an ac- 
count to give in, and a recompense to receive—and as men who 
are to make a part in this great solemnity, to give me your at- 
tention while I endeavour, through divine assistance, 

I. To lay before you the account of the future judgment given 
in these verses by the Judge himself. And, 

II. To direct your attention to that exercise of Christian be- 
nevolence which the Judge will approve as the evidence of a 
gracious state. 

I. Let us attend to the account which the Judge himself hath 
given us of the Great Day of Judgment. And, 

1. Observe the preliminary solemnities. These are the ap- 
pearance of the Judge and the gathering together of the na- 
tions. The Son of Man shall come in his glory. That Son of 
Man who was humbled to the lowest state of degradation—who 
Was accounted a worm, and no man, a reproach of men and de. 
spised of the people. He who was himself judged, condemned 
and executed, will judge the world. But he will then come in 
‘his glory, and all the holy angels, and he will set upon the throne 
-of his glory. The glory of his coming will far surpass the bright 
‘lustre of Tabor, and the sublime, but terrific, splendor of Sinai 


* 3Cor. r. 10, 
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Surrounded with all the glory of heaven, he will set down on 
his great white throne, and the judgment will be set and the 
books will be opened. 

Before him also shall be gathered all nations. Every son of 
Adam shall stand before his judgment seat. None will be able 
to elude his search or to withstand his summons. There shall 
be the great and the small, the righteous and the wicked, the 
just and the unjust, the hypocrite and the true believer, the hard 
task-master and the oppressed slave. Worldly destructions will 
be at an end, and the most mighty will be on a level with the 
meanest of our race. He will call to the heavens from above 
and to the earth beneath, that he may judge his people. The 
sea shall give up the dead that thereinare. Death and the grave 
shall give up the dead that are in them; and we that are alive 
and remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air. Ask not, O sinner, in the unbelief 
of thine heart, how the omnipotent arm of the everlasting God 
shall be able to raise the dead, and call before him the myriads 
of men that are now reduced to dust. He that made the world 
by his creating hand, who supports the frame of nature, and pre- 
serves thy soul in life whilst thou art disputing his word, will do 
it in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the sound of the 
last trump; for the trumpet shail sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

2. Let us attend to the trialthey must undergo when assem- 
bled. Strict inquiry will be made, and every man will be judged 
according to his works. Faith in Christ is set forth throughout 
the scriptures as the ground of our justification before God.— 
But this faith will be tried by its fruits. Hence it is, that the 
scriptures sometimes speak of our being justified by faith, and 
sometimes by the fruits of faith, which are the only unexcep- 
tionable evidence of its existence. Without faith in Christ, it 
may be safely affirmed that there can be no acceptable obedi- 
ence. For it is a principle, agreeable both to nature and revela- 
tion, that the tree must first be good before the fruit can be good. 
On the other hand, we have good reason to conclude that there 
can be no true faith, without it be followed by obedience. For 
faith without works is dead. It is only in word, or a mere pre- 
tence. The faith that justifies is an active, living principle, 
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that worketh by love. When it prompts the believer to feed the 
hungry, to clothe the naked, and to visit the sick, from love to 
Christ for his redeeming love, it is good evidence of a gracious 
state. ‘ But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God inhim?’”* 

Accordingly, the Judge will try us in the Great Day of Judg- 
ment upon this very principle. He will distinguish between 
those who have that faith which worketh by love, and bringeth 
forth good fruit, and those whose hearts are hard and impeni- 
tent, who shut up their bowels of compassion and stop their ears 
at the cry of the needy. He shall separate them one from ano- 
ther, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats. And he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left. 
On his right there will not be one hypocrite, nor one proud boast- 
er—all will be partakers of a divine nature—all merciful and 
gracious. On the left there will not be one merciful, nor one 
gracious soul. The mask that they wore on earth, when they 
mixed with the saints, will be torn from their brow, and they will 
appear in their real turpitude, vessels of wrath fitted to destruc- 
tion. 

3. Let us hear the sentence to be pronounced by the Judge 
on his throne. The King shall say to them on his right hand, 
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.” In this sentence, it 
will be seen that he traces up to its origin the blessedness of the 
saints. It is true that he mentions their good works; but it is 
in evidence of their faith to make manifest the equity of his 
sentence, whereas he ascribes their blessedness to the sove- 
reignty of God, who loved them before the foundation of the 
world. The Father chose them from eternity—sent them a 
Saviour—called them by his grace—enabled them to bring forth 
the fruits of holiness, and is represented as giving them a title 
to inherit eternal blessedness. In this sentence there is a direct 
and positive contradiction of the doctrine that our own merit is 
the ground of our justification. If any other evidence than this 
be wanted, it will be found in Ep. i. 3, &c. ‘‘ Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 


* 1 John, iw, 17. 








Works of Charity an Evidence of a Gracious State. 445 


all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according as 
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love; 
having predestinated us unto the adoption of chrildren by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.” — 
The word inherit, made use of in the text, strongly marks the 
same idea. It intimates that the possession was neither earned 
nor purchased by them, but obtained by their adoption into 
God’s family, by which they became heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ. 

But let us turn to those on his left hand, and observe the sen- 
tence pronounced upon them. “ Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” Thus 
takes he vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not 
the gospel. They are blighted for ever with the malediction of 
heaven. They neglected to serve him, and they are bidden to 
depart from him, accursed as they are. 

It is worthy of notice, that they are not said to be cursed of 
his Father. The saints owe all their happiness to the electing 
love of their heavenly Father, but the wicked cannot say that 
their misery proceedeth forth from God. The righteous are 
blessed of God, and the wicked are cursed from themselves.— 
Their condemnation is to be traced to their own obstinacy and 
foolish pride. They perish, not because God is without mercy, 
or because Christ’s merit is insufficient for their salvation, but 
because they have rejected the counsel of God against them- 
selves, and would not come to Christ that they might have life, 
The language of their heart and lives hath been, depart from us, 
we desire not the knowledge of thy ways, till the day of their 
merciful visitation is brought to an end, and the appalling sen- 
tence is pronounced, depart from me, I never knew you, ye 
workers of iniquity. But, 

4. Our Lord calls our attention to the execution of his sen- 
tence. These shall go away into everlasting punishment. Cut 
off from the presence of the Lord, all the plagues which are 
written in This Book shall come upon them. They shall go 
down to destruction. The mouth of the pit shall close upon them. 
The everlasting gates shall be shut to open no more, and the 
smoke of their torment shall ascend for ever andever. [I will not 
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pretend to describe the punishment of the wicked in the place of 
torment. Over and around the abodes of darkness the scrip- 
tures have drawn an impenetrable veil. But whatever is meant 
by these terrific emblems, the worm that never dies, and the fire 
that never shall be quenched, is the portion of the ungodly; and 
my text declares that these sufferings will be eternal. ‘The pun- 
ishment of the wicked will continue while the happiness of the 
righteous shall endure. Their duration is expressed in this 
passage by the same Greek word. Some modern divines, | own, 
have ventured to affirm that the wicked will be reformed and 
purified in the fires of hell—that its gates shall be opened again, 
and the prisoners released, and every individual of the human 
race be restored to the favour and enjoyment of God. But the 
Bible warrants no such assertions. It declares that that king- 
dom is full of darkness, and they gnaw their tongues for pain, 
and blaspheme the God of heaven because of their pain. “And 
besides all this, there is a great gulph fixed, so that they that 
would pass from thence, cannot.”’* 

But from the regions of darkness let us turn to the abodes of 
light. The righteous shall go into life eternal. The gates of 
heaven will be set open, and the everlasting doors will be un- 
folded. The King of Glory shall come in, and with him all the 
nations of the redeemed. They shall come into the presence of 
God, where there is fulness of joy. They shall approach to his 
right hand, where there are pleasures for ever more. They 
shall come into the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the first born, which are written in hea- 
ven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant. 
They have washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb, therefore are they before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in histemple.{ And I heard a great 
voice out of heaven, saying Behold the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall 


*Luke xvi. 26. tHeb, xii. 22, &c. tev. vii. 14, 15. 
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be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain, for the former things are passed away.* 

Having directed your attention to the account given us of the 
future judgment by our Lord himself,—Let us now, 

II. Consider that exercise of Christian charity, which the 
Judge will approve as the evidence of a gracious state. On this 
our Lord has informed us our last sentence will undoubtedly 
turn. ‘Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was 
an hungered, and ye gave me meat, &c.—Verily I say unto you, 
inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” From this you are not to 
imagine that your charitable exertions will merit a title to the 
heavenly glory. Heaven is not to be obtained by giving alms, 
nor can the gift of God be purchased with money. To suppose 
such a thing would be a dangerous delusion. Our right to the 
heavenly inheritance rests exclusively on the merit of Christ, 
through whom we receive the adoption of sons, and become 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ. But our good works 
and labours of love, although they merit no reward from God, yet 
they are the only satisfactory evidence of that living faith which 
appropriates to ourselves Christ, and the benefits of his salva- 
tion. The text also warrants the belief that they will be openly 
and honourably acknowledged as evidences of genuine faith in 
the Great Day of Judgment. 

When our Lord tabernacled in our world, he taught his hear- 
ers that men were to be known by their fruits. And when he 
shall come the second time, without sin unto salvation, he will 
acknowledge the good fruits of his people to be incontestible 
evidence that they belong to him. No doubt the whole of our 
principles and conduct will be taken into the account ; but he 
will chiefly approve of those exertions that have been made to 
help the poor, the distressed and the afflicted. For this it is easy 
to assign a very satisfactory reason. It is because exertions of 
this kind make us more like himself than the exercise of any 
other Christian grace. When we see a man, who is rich in this 
world, willing to distribute and ready to communicate liberally, 
bestowing his bounty upon the poor and needy, who can rendet 


*Rer. xxi. 3, + 
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him no recompense, we cannot help observing in him some faint 
resemblance to that Saviour, “who was rich, and for our sakes 
became poor, that we through his poverty might be rich.” But 
as the importance of this duty must be obvious to all, it is unne- 
cessary to enlarge upon it; and it may be more profitable to turn 
your attention to the scriptural exercise of Christian benevolence. 

That our charitable exertions may be an evidence of a gra- 
cious state, they must proceed from love to Christ, and gratitude 
to him for his redeeming love. There is, I own, a sort of pity, 
arising from sympathy, which often prompts us to relieve dis- 
tress, because it is painful to us. But this, however amiable, is 
seldom beneficial. Pity is but a short lived passion; according 
to a beautiful writer, it seldom lasts till we put our hand in our 
pockets, and has scarcely ever been productive of any perma- 
nent advantage. But even allowing it were profitable to man, 
it would not be acceptable to God, nor could it be approved of 
as an evidence of grace in the heart, because it has no regard to 
his authority, nor does it spring from an apprehension of his love. 
The scriptures assure us, that however lavish we may be of our 
substance, unless there be devotion and love to God in our hearts, 
our exertions, however much they may be praised by men, will 
be condemned by God. ‘Though I bestow all my goods to feed 
the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing.’’* 

Charity, or love, may be considered as the most striking fea- 
ture of every Christian, who is created anew after the divine 
image. . The selfishness of the heart is mortified and subdued 
by the grace of God, and he desires “to live no more to him- 
self, but to him that died for him, and rose again.” When the 
genuine believer considers the bounty of heaven, and the ines- 
timable love of God manifested in the great work of redemption, 
the love of Christ constrains him. His chief inquiry is, what 
shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits? To the Saviour 
himself, he knows he can render no recompense; but he finds 
that he has poor people on earth, and by doing good to them, he 
manifests his gratitude to bis Saviour and great benefactor. 

This is a service so acceptable to Christ, that he views it as 
done to himself. The Lord Jesus hath in all ages identified 


*1 Cor, xii. 9 
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himself with his afflicted people, and spoken of them as the ob- 
jects of his peculiar care. It was his love and his mercy that 
led him to undertake their cause. For their sakes he became 
poor, that they through his poverty might be rich, and im all 
their afflictions he was afflicted. The poorest of them he es- 
teems as a friend, and will welcome as a brother into the re- 
gions of bliss, before assembled worlds. As his friends and 
brethren he commends them to the sympathy and kindness of 
their wealthier brethren. And no doubt the important fact, so 
clearly asserted in my text, that Christ regards as done to him- 
self whatever is done to the poor, because they belong to him, 
has animated thousands to make the noblest exertions in behalf 
of the distressed and the indigent. ‘“'To do good and to com- 
municate, forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased.’’* 

But these services, which are so good and acceptable to the 
Judge, are of the utmost importance to ourselves. In the day 
of judgment they will be brought forward as evidences of our 
state. Those who have had opportunity, and been found with- 
out these works of charity and labours of love, are threatened 
with condemnation. The justice of this will appear, when you 
consider that the want of love supposes the want of every 
Christian principle, and that where it is found, there must be a 
living faith which worketh by love. “ Pure religion, and unde- 
filed, before God and the Father, is this, to visit the fatherless, 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world.”t Although, therefore, our title to heaven lies 
in our adoption and sonship, yet these evidences will be brought 
forward to prove the equity of the sentence that shall de passed 
upon us. It will thus be seen that the Judge will render to 
every man according to his works, while he is fulfilling the pur- 
poses of his own grace. Nor will witnesses be wanting to con- 
firm every decision. When the Judge shall proclaim the good 
deeds of the righteous, those poor brethren whom they assisted 
by their bounty, will be standing by to attest the truth of every 
declaration that he may make respecting them. Nor shall mul- 
titudes be wanting to attest that the wicked stopped their ears 
at the cry of the needy, and shut up their bowels of compassion. 


*Heh, xiii. 16. tJames1. 27 


Vol. I. 57 








450 Works of Charity an Evidence of a Gracious State. 


and justly exposed themselves to the threatened vengeance ot 
heaven. Thus will he be justified when he speaks, and clear 
when he judges.* 

Thus I have briefly laid before you our Lord’s own occount 
ef the last judgment ; an event in which we are all most deep- 
ly interested. And I have endeavoured to shew you that the 
works of charity and labours of love, performed by good men, 
will then be produced as evidence of their gracious state. In 
conclusion, suffer me, as a proper improvement of this subject, 
to suggest to you, 

1. That the practice of this duty is incumbent upon all.— 
This is the evidence of our Christianity. As we therefore de- 
sire to have a well grounded hope of a blessed immortality. 
while we diligently perform other duties, let us abound in this 
grace also. He must have a mean and sordid spirit indeed, whom 
God hath blessed with abundance, if he can stop his ears at the 
cry of the needy. He cannot regard the authority of God, who 
is always heaping up wealth, and never bestowing it—who is 
greedy as the sea, and barren as the sand upon its shore. But 
he does not merely shew a sordid disposition, he disobeys the 
command of heaven, and is in danger of condemnation. 

There are, however, but too many who think they do enough 
for the cause of benevolence, if they condemn this hardness of 
heart, while they would throw the whole weight of the duty upon. 
athers, and excuse themselves. Such persons will eventually 
see the folly of their conduct, when they come to behold others 
receiving the reward which they have despised. By the autho- 
rity of scripture every one is enjoined to do a little, as the Lord 
hath prospered him. He that hath little is bound to give a little, 
and he that hath much, to give more: And the smallest gift is 
sometimes the noblest bounty. The poor widow who gave but 
two mites, exercised a nobler charity than all the rich who east 
in of their abundance. Were a congregation conscientiously to 
observe this rule, there would always be abundance, and all 
would receive the blessing of heaven. 

_ 2. Let me call your attention to the strong inducements held 
aut tothe diligent discharge of this duty. These are both 
present and future. The man whose heart overflows with love 


* Psalm li, 4, 
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to his fellow men, and whose life is filled up with acts of bene- 
ficence, has within himself the greatest of all possible enjoy- 
ments, and is truly happy. He whose heart is ever open tothe 
cry of the needy, whose heart feels for others’ woes, and whose 
hands are employed to minister to the necessities of the desti- 
tute, has also good evidence that he shall not be consigned to 
the abodes of the wicked, where benevolence never enters, and 
where hatred and malice reign triumphant. That which he has 
given shall be recompensed a thousand fold at the resurrection 
of the just. That love which now fills his bosom shall go with 
him to another world, and its exercise will constitute a great part 
of the happiness of the celestial state. ‘‘ Charity never faileth.”* 

3. As the strongest inducement I can urge, I beseech you to 
consider who it is that calls upon you to be liberal to the poor, 
and who will reward your liberality. It is the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, who enjoins upon you the performance of this duty, and 
declares he will render arecompense. He has the highest claim 
to your obedience, because he is your maker, and because he has 
redeemed you with his own precious blood. ‘ While we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us.” ‘‘ Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.” 
‘He hath not despised nor abhorred the afflictions of the afflict- 
ed. Neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried 
unto him he heard.”§ If, then, you regard his high authority, if 
your hearts are penetrated with gratitude for the exceeding 
riches of his grace, let his love constrain you to this, and every 
other act of obedience that he requires. 

If Christ himself were to enter your assembly, were he te 
appeal to your gratitude, and solicit your assistance, would you 
disregard his application? Would you be unmoved at his ap- 
peal? And would you send him away unpitied and unassisted ? 
I suppose the language of every heart, or at least of every mouth, 
would be, we and all that we have, are at his disposal, for he 
hath redeemed us by his blood, more precious than gold that 
perisheth. Know, then, my brethren, that He now puts you to 
this trial. He is present by his word and spirit, and he gives 
you an opportunity of rejecting or complying with his applica- 
tion. What you will do for his poor people, he will take as 


*1 Cor. xiii. 8. +Rom.yv. 8 1 Pet. iii. 18 § Psalm xx, 24 
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done to himself. His own words are, ‘“ Verily I say unto you 
inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it untome.” And what you will not do 
for them, He who * knoweth what is in man,” declares you would 
not do for himself. ‘ Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye did 
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.” 

In one word, suffer me to remind you that your years are roll- 
ing away, and your time of shewing mercy will soon come to 
anend. That Great Day of Judgment, in which we are all most 
deeply interested, is hastening on apace. We cannot arrest the 
hand of death for one moment ; nor can we command the influ- 
ences of heaven upon our souls when we may choose. Let us, 
therefore, flee from the wrath to come, and plead the merit of 
that blood which speaketh peace, and whose virtue cleanseth 
from all sin. Behold, now is the accepted time, and the day of 
salvation. ‘To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. Labour to enter into God’s rest. Abound in works of 
beneficence and labours of love, that you may have those fruits 
and evidences of faith which the Judge of all will approve.— 
There is but a little while, and all your occupations and engage- 
ments here below will be suspended or interrupted forever.— 
“There is but a little while, and the heart that now feels for others’ 
woes, shall become cold in death. There is but a little while, 
and those eyes which look with compassion on the calamities of 
others, shall be sealed in sleep to wake no more. There is but 
a little while, and those hands which are now stretched out to 
relieve the needy, shall moulder in the dust. Knowing these 
things to be incontestible facts, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness. They loudly 
call upon you to consider that your end is approaching, and 
shew you the wisdom of improving your time and your oppor- 
tunities of serving God, with a view to the account to be given 
in hereafter. Whatsoever, therefore, thine hand findeth to do, 
do it with all thy might. While you have hands, stretch them 
out to relieve the needy, and it shall be well with you. Your 
works of beneficence will come up as a memorial before God, 
and at the Great Day of Judgment, the King shall say, “inas- 
much as ye did it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
did it tome.” “The righteous shall go into life eternal.” —Amen. 
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ON THE PLEASURES OF EVANGELICAL HOLINESS. 


(In Two Letters to a Friend.) 
LETTER Il. 


| proceed with the interesting subject which in my last I left 
unfinished. It is a very instructive view that is given us of the 
happiness of the saint, when we are told that wisdom’s ways are 
pleasantness, and that all her paths are peace. It may not be 
without its advantages both to you and me my friend, shortly to 
attend to the various aspects in which this figurative expression 
leads us to contemplate the pleasures of religion. ‘The path of 
religion is a pleasant path, for the saint is furnished with all ne- 
cessary strength to walk init. To the weak and debilitated, no 
path is pleasant; but the saint is strengthened with all strength 
inwardly. The promise is fulfilled, “1 will strengthen them in 
myself, and they shall walk up and down in my name: My grace 
shall be sufficient for thee, and my strength shall be perfected 
in weakness.”’ When he cries, God answers him, and strength- 
ens him with strength in his soul. Every traveller knows, that 
much of the pleasure or of the pain of a journey depends on the 
character of his companions. ‘There are men so rude, so quar- 
relsome, and so profane, that no enjoyment which the finest 
scenery can communicate, can compensate for the pain occa- 
sioned by their conversation, and, on the other hand, some men 
so remarkable for the suavity of their manners, that their socie- 
ty makes us forget many inconveniences, and converts a toil into 
an enjoyment. He who walks in the way of religion, may assure 
himself of the best companions. This path is by no means so 
much frequented as the path which leads to destruction; but if 
the society be small, it is select. ‘They are the excellent ones 
of the earth—they are the favourites of Heaven. The greater 
part of them are poor in this world, but they are rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom. Many of them have little worldly 
science or wisdom, but they are all learned in the Bible—they 
are all wise for eternity. Many of them are despised by their 
fellow mortals, but they are all kings and priests unto God, even 
their Father, and they shall reign for ever and ever. They are 
kind even to those who will not accompany them; but they 
love one another with a pure heart fervently. In conversing 
with them, the toils and labours of the way (for it has its toils 
and labours) are soothed, and sometimes almost forgotten. But 
the Christian traveller has other and better companions than the 
eye of man can discern. A powerful though unseen guard of 
angels continually surrounds him; the angel of the Lord en- 
camps around them that fear him, and deliversthem. Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to those who 
shall be heirs of salvation? These, like the cloud which ac- 
companied the Israelites, move with all their motions, and rest 
with all their restings. But the Christian has a far nobler and 
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far better companion than either saints or angels: Jehovah—- 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, (I speak it with reverence) 
is the Christian’s companion. All good men, as well as Enoch, 
walk with God. His unseen presence accompanies them through 
life—nor does it leave them at death; yea, when they walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, God is with them; 
his rod and his staff support their steps. Listen to his gracious 
declarations ; my friend, realize them by faith, and let gratitude 
and joy, take possession of your heart—“ Fear not, for | am with 
thee; be not dismayed, for | am thy God. I will strengthen thee: 
yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness. Be strong and of good courage, for it is 
the Lord that doth go before thee, and he shall be with thee, he 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” Jesus is the Christian’s 
companion. His bodily presence he cannot now have, but he 
who cannot lie, whose name is the Faithful and the True Wit- 
ness, hath said, “‘ Lo, | am with you always, even to the end of 
the world.” In the way of religion our Lord himself when on 
earth walked; as Cesar was accustomed to say to his soldiers, 
“not Go, but Come,” so may our Lord say to his own people, 
‘Come with me from Lebanon,” &c.—The Holy Spirit is the 
saint’s companion; he is in him, he dwells in him, and he will 
be with him for ever.—The goodness of the way of religion is 
farther apparent, from the excellence of the accommodations 
with which the spiritual traveller is furnished. Their path lies 
through a dark world, but the Sun of righteousness beams on 
them, the light of God’s countenance is lifted upon them, and 
they prosecute their journey in security and in peace. God has 
appointed a variety of holy institutions, through the medium of 
which he communicates to them every blessing of which they 
stand in need—strength in the hour of weakness, defence in the 
hour of danger, and consolation in the hour of sorrow. He 
brings them often to his banqueting-house, and his banner over 
them islove. They have meat to eat of which the world does 
not know, they are clothed with the garment of salvation, and 
they drink of a stream of consolation always abundant and al- 
ways refreshing, whose sources are in the better country—flow- 
ing from beneath the throne of God and the Lamb. “ Blessed 
is the man whose strength is in thee, in whose heart are the 
ways of them, who passing through the valley of Baca, make it 
a well; the rain also filleth the pools. They go from strength to 
strength; every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.” — 
The path in which the Christian walks is a well-tracked, a clear- 
ly-detined path, and this contributes to its pleasantness. Patri- 
archs and prophets have in this way found peace to their souls, 
and in their appointed season arrived safely at their eternal rest. 
The way of the saint lies through an enemy’s country, by li- 
ons’ dens and mountains of leopards; yet still it is pleasant, for 
God is their refuge and their strength, a very present help in 
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time of trouble. Jehovah their God is a Man of war—Jehovah 
is hisname. He is a wall of fire around them, defending them 
from every danger. 

Farther, the way of religion is a pleasant path, for he who 
walks in it has all necessary directions. He has the Book of 
God, which contains in it a plain chart of the country through 
which he 1s passing, and the country to which he is travelling, 
and the path which he must pursue in journeying from the one 
to the other. He has the sure word of prophecy, to which he 
does well in taking heed, till the day dawn, and the day-star 
arise in his heart. He has Christian ministers to assist him in 
enquiring into the true meaning of the word of God, and apply- 
ing it to his peculiar circumstances. But his greatest and his 
best guide is his God himself. This is his gracious and encour- 
aging language, “If any man lack wisdom, let him ask it of 
God, who giveth to all liberally, and upbraideth not, and it 
shall be given him’—‘‘ The meek will I guide in judgment, and 
the meek will I teach my way.” Faithful is He who thus pro- 
mises, and he also performs. He gives them his Spirit as a 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, who, by shining on the di- 
vine word, directs them in all perplexities, and guides them in- 
to all the truth. The pleasantness of the way of religion also 
appears, from the delightful recollection which our progress sug- 
gests. ‘There are no other pursuits which can afford genuine 
pleasure on retrospect. Some men are so stupidly infatuated, 
so miserably depraved, that they have a species of enjoyment 
in retracing in imagination the course of folly or of crime which 
they have run. But where the conscience is in any degree 
awakened, such surveys are studiously shunned, and when they 
are reluctantly made, they occasion the most pungent sorrow.— 
Worldly pursuits afford a miserable review. One looks back 
and finds his life a blank, full of unmeaning and useless employ- 
ment. Another casts a glance over the past part of life, and it 
is one blot—all inconsideration, crime, and folly. How different 
are the recollections of the Christian traveller! He is con- 
scious of many imperfections and faults. He knows that in him, 
that is, in his flesh, dwelleth no good thing; and if there is any 
thing in him that is good, it is the result of the atonement and 
grace of his Lord and Saviour. Yet on looking back on the 
part of his journey which is past, he can say, ‘““O God, thou 
hast taught me from my youth, and hitherto have I declared thy 
wonderful works.” As the retrospect in this way is pleasing, 
still more delightful is the prospect ; their eye beholds the King 
in his beauty—they see the land which is yet afar off. The 
heavenly Jerusalem stands on an eminence, and if the eye of 
the Christian traveller is not distempered, may be discerned 
from any part of the path that leads to it. 


* Bright as the sun the sacred city shines!” 
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What a delightful view does the following passage give us of 
the pleasure, both of the retrospect and the prospect, which 
the way of religion affords !—‘‘ I have fought the good fight, } 
have finished my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth is 
laid up for me a crown of righteosness, which the righteous 
Judge will give unto me at that day!” He who used these 
words, though in a prison, was surely incomparably happier than 
his imperial persecutor. In fine, the way of religion must be 
good and pleasant, for it has a happy termination. It is a trite 
but a just remark, “ all is well that ends well.” Many a journey 
that seems highly agreeable in the commencement, and even in 
the progress, ends in disappointment and sorrow. Behold that 
crowd who tread the flowery path of guilty pleasure. Joy spar- 
kles in their eyes, and from their lips bursts the song of joy and 
rapture. Allis gaiety and mirth; yet, if there is truth in scrip- 
ture, their path leads down to the gates of hell—‘the end of 
these things is death.” But the path of the Christian ends glo- 
riously: ‘‘ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; for 
the end of that man is peace.” The path in which he walks is 
indeed narrow, but it terminates in the boundless paradise of 
God. It lies through a waste and a howling wilderness, but it 
leads to the ever verdant fields of the heavenly Canaan. The 
palm of victory will soon take the place of the pilgrims staff, and 
the garland of triumph of the helmet of warfare. The feet 
which now tread on the good way, shall ere long stand on Mount 
Zion, and tread the streets of the New Jerusalem. Need we 
wonder, then, that the heavenly travellers should often, amid all 
their labours, burst forth into a song! Yea, they do sing in the 
ways of the Lord. God’s precepts are their songs in the house 
of their pilgrimage :— 

“They sing along the heavenly road 
That leads to Zion’s blessed abode ;” 


and, when their pilgrimage is finished, they are brought to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads. They here 
practise frequently the first notes of that song, which will in due 
time swell out into the full anthem of Moses and the Lamb. 

The pleasures of religion are highly friendly to the growth of 
holiness. They remove many obstacles, and they suggest strong 
motives to activity in all the duties of the new life. God meet- 
eth him that rejoiceth, and worketh righteousness. “I will run,” 
says the Psalmist, “when thou shalt enlarge my heart.” The 
enjoyment of these divine pleasures stirs us up to self-dedication. 
‘O Lord, truly I am thy servant, I am thy servant, and the son of 
thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.” It not only ex- 
cites gratitude, but deepens humility: “ What am I, that thou 
shouldest have brought me hitherto?” He who rejoices in 
Christ Jesus has no confidence in the flesh. It stirs up to Chris- 
tian penitence. Nothing can give a higher degree of this kind 
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of pleasure, than the assurance that God is pacified to us; yet 
we find this represented as connected with the most profound 
self-abasement :—* And I will establish my covenant with thee, 
and thou shalt know that Iam the Lord; that thou mayest re- 
member and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more 
because of thy shame, when I am pacified towards thee for all 
that thou hast done, saith the Lord God.” These pleasures, too, 
have a tendency to render the pleasure of sin tasteless and disa- 
greeable to us; no one having tasted this wine, desires any oth- 
er, for he says, The old is better. 

Should any doubt arise in your mind, as if I had exaggerated 
the the pleasures of religion, allow me to endeavour to dispel it 
by asking a few questions. Must not that be pleasant indeed, 
which is pleasant toGod? Now the Lord taketh pleasure in 
them that fear him, and saints are a holy priesthood to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Must not 
that be pleasant which removes all the causes of doubt and fear, 
guilt and depravity, restlessness and sorrow ‘—and an interest in 
Jesus the Lord, our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption, does all this. Must not that be pleasant which is, if 
I may use the expression, a mutual inbeing in God, who is the 
sum and substance of excellence and felicity? God is love, and 
he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. Must 
not that be pleasant, in order to obtain which, the wisest of men 
have cheerfully relinquished all worldly enjoyments? Thus Mo- 
ses chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin, which were but for a season. Must 
not that be pleasant, which nothing can induce those who once 
obtain it to part with? ‘‘ What have I to do any more with idols? 
Let thy hand be on the Man of thy right hand, upon the Son of 
Man, whom thou madest strong for thyself. So shall we not go 
back from thee: quicken us, and we call upon thy name. Turn 
us again, O Lord God of Hosts; cause thy face to shine, and we 
shall be saved.”” Must not that be sweet, in a word, that sweet- 
ens every bitter thing, and makes the most disagreeable things 
delightful? All this religion does: it enables men to glory in 
tribulation—to triumph in death—and to look forward with con- 
fidence to judgment. It is this, and this alone, that can make a 
person in the agonies of death say, ‘‘O death! where is thy 
sting? O grave! where is thy victory ?’—and in the immediate 
prospect of appearing before the divine tribunal, ‘“‘ Amen; even 
so come, Lord Jesus.” 

But it may be said, Are not self-denial, repentance, and morti-. 
fication, essential parts of religion? Are not these disagreeable 
exercises? and how is this consistent with the above repre- 
sentation of the pleasantness of religion? Allowing that these 
exercises are in some degree painful, it must be admiited that 
they are by no means so disagreeable as many sinful passions and 
habits—such as, malice, anxiety, fretfulness, murmuring, &¢.— 
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The ways of transgressors are hard. Besides, there is a plea- 
dure, if I may use the expression, in the root of these religious 
exercises, however disagreeable to flesh and blood, which ere 
long shall spring up in solid joy: ‘“ Blessed are they who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted.” Nay, there is a pleasure in them, 
when we are enabled to perform these duties, in some measure, 
in a proper manner. It is surely pleasant to a gracious soul to 
find the heart loosed from the bands of wickedness, to obtain a 
victory over corruption, and to be enabled to resist the attack of 
the most formidable temptation. Godly sorrow and joy are by 
rio means inconsistent; on the contrary, they are closely connect- 
ed: True sorrow for sin leads us to look to Jesus as the Saviour 
from sin, and viewing him in all the perfection of his righteous- 
ness and fulness of his grace, we joy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we receive the atonement. While we 
behold God in Christ pacified to us, we cannot but rejoice, but 
we also cannot but be ashamed and confounded for all that we 
have done. 

But it may be farther urged in opposition to the above state- 
ment, that the people of God are often in heaviness through mani- 
fold affliction. In reply to this objection, I would remark, that, 
choose what way we will in the world, the storm of trouble 
blows so hard, that it is impossible altogether to escape its vio- 
lence. Let it be always recollected, however, that it is not re- 
ligion, but sin, that is the cause of these sorrows. On the con- 
trary, religion gives us peace in the midst of external trouble, and 
removes the pains of a guilty conscience, those severest ills to 
which man is heir. It induces the mind to acquiesce entirely in 
the disposal of divine providence, and makes its votary inwardly 
happy amid the severest outward distresses: according to the 
declaration of the Lord, in the world they have tribulation, but 
in him they have peace. A season of afiliction has often been 
distinguished as a season of comfort. God brings them into the 
wilderness, and speaks to their hearts. Trials are, as it were, 2 
thorne hedge surrounding a paradise. 

Still farther it may be objected, that genuine Christians are 
often to be found complaining of doubts and fears, and their 
temper is the very reverse of cheerfulness. Here, however, it 
is necessary to remember, that men are possessed of very differ- 
ent temperaments of constitution, and that religion effects no 
physical change on its subjects. We find in society both bad 
men naturally cheerful, and good men naturally melancholy.— 
It were certainly very unjust to charge religion with what is the 
effect of an unhappy peculiarity of bodily frame. It also de- 
serves remark, that the sorrows of the religious often flow from 
their criminal deviations from the right way. Religion will not 
make even the religious happy, except when they act a consis- 
tent and dutiful part. I believe the mental distresses of good 
men. where they are not the result of bodily constitution, arise 
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either from their limited or confused notions of divine truth, the 
instability of their reliance on the atonement and grace of Christ, 
or their unfaithfulness to their own consciences in acting in oppo- 
sition, or not up to their convictions of duty. The greater part 
of the apparent difficulty from this quarter will evanish, were a 
few plain and easy distinctions to be attended to. There must 
be a difference, as to comfort, between the saint who has fallen 
into gross sins after his conversion, and his brother who has been 
enabled to keep clean his garments, between the assured and the 
doubting believer; and there is also a distinction to be made 
between sensible joy and pleasure, and rooted satisfaction. — 
Solid delight, religious pleasure, like every other thing connected 
with God and eternity, has a serious aspect; but it no more on 
this account deserves the name of melancholy, than the noisy 
mirth of fools is entitled to the appellation of pleasure. | 
Your complaints, that you do not yet feel all the pleasure in 
religion and its exercises which you could wish, do not surprise 
me. I hope the period is at no great distance, when these com- 
plaints shall cease, and when you will join your testimony to 
that of the cloud of witnesses, to the pleasantness of religion ; 
“Thou hast put more gladness into my heart, than when their 
corn and their oil abound.”’ Perhaps, my friend, in seeking after 
pleasure, you seek it too much, as it were, by the works of the 
law. When the heavy yoke of the law is mistaken for the easy 
yoke of Christ, no wonder that men complain. Besides, you 
know you are but a young convert, and the ascent of Mount 
Zion may be felt laborious by you, who are accustomed to a 
downward course. But you ask, What plan shall I fall on, in 
order to attain these spiritual delights? With a few remarks in 
answer to this question, I shall close this long, and I fear, te- 
dious epistle. I lay it down as a first principle, that the soul 
must be spiritually alive, before it can participate of spiritual 
pleasure—there must be a new nature formed, capable of relish- 
ing the delights of the ways of God. ‘The natural man is des- 
titute of this capacity. He can no more taste these pleasures, 
than the blind can relish a beautiful prospect, or the deaf the 
most harmonious concert of sweet sounds. They that are after 
the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after 
the Spirit the things of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 5. By union to 
Christ Jesus, and the transforming influence of his Spirit, we 
must be created anew, and rendered morally capable of divine 
pleasures. We must not only be indebted to a redeeming God 
for the capacity, but also for grace to enable us to make a pro- 
per use of this capacity. All religious people have this spiritual 
taste, this capacity of relishing religious pleasures; but this 
taste is sometimes as it were benumbed, this capacity is not al- 
ways improved. Would we wish to be happy, let us, as sinful 
creatures, receive and rest on the Saviour freely offered to us 
in the word of grace and promise. It is in this way that we be- 
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come new creatures, and are enabled to act as new creatures 

l earnestly beseech you, guard against every tendency to melan- 
choly. Melancholy is not only the saint’s enemy, as it deprives 
him of his pleasures; it is the enemy of the Saviour, as it tends 
to deprive him of his honour. For a Christian to indulge in this 
habit, is to say by implication, that Christ is not a Saviour, and 
the Holy Spirit is nut a Comforter. It is, though unintentionally, 
to calumniate the one, and grieve the other. It is to act in di- 
rect opposition to the express command of God : “ Rejoice ever- 
more. Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; shout for joy, all ye 
that are upright in heart.” It unfits us for duty, and it greatly 
discourages those who are asking the way to Zion with their 
faces thitherward. Beware of attempting to draw your chief 
pleasure from any other source—from wealth, honour, kind rela- 
tives, or any similar quarter. ‘The pleasures which these can 
yield, are not fitted to answer the boundless desires of the im- 
mortal mind. Solomon enjoyed them in number, variety, and 
abundance, in a degree altogether unparalleled ; and yet let us 
hear his estimate of them: ‘ Vanity of vanities; all is vanity 
and vexation of spirit.” They are low in their nature, and soon 
pall upon the taste. Besides, they are exceedingly uncertain.— 
They who enjoy them, and who have no better pleasure, are but 
like Damocles, before whom was spread a table covered with 
the most delicious viands, but above whom was suspended by a 
single hair a drawn sword. Beware of expecting your chiet 
pleasure from your own acts of obedience to the divine law, as 
its source. Into this mistake the saint not unfrequently falls, to 
the great diminution of his comfort. Never rest on your reso- 
lutions, your prayers, and your performances, but on the blood 
of sprinkling, and on the riches of grace. Would you habitually 
enjoy this Christian pleasure ? appropriate a redeeming God, in 
his persons, perfections, and relations, freely offered to you in the 
word of the truth of the gospel. Say, This God shall be my 
God for ever. As a guilty creature, come to the blood of 
sprinkling, and trust in the propitiation which God hath set forth. 
Endeavour to mortify those corrupt propensities which are the 
hindrances of your comfort, and the causes of your uneasiness. 
You are Christ’s ; mortify the flesh with its affections and lusts. 
Having so exceeding great and precious promises, cleanse your- 
self from all filthiness of the flesh and of the spirit, and perfect 
holiness in the fear of God. Cultivate the acquaintance of the 
saints of God, especially the better informed and more cheerful 
part of them. You will find, as iron sharpeneth iron, so does the 
countenance of a man his friend. Endeavour to comfort those 
who are cast down; in watering others, you are likely to be wa- 
tered yourself. I now bid you tarewell, my dear friend, with an 
earnest prayer, that the joy of the Lord may be your strength. 

Your’s most truly, 
Aspasio 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR 


REVIEW. 


The Excellence and Influence of the Female Character, a Sermon, 
preached in the Presbyterian Church, in Murray-street, at the 
request of the New-York Female Missionary Society. By Gar- 
diner Spring, D. D. Pastor of the Brick Presbyterian Church, 


in said City. Second edition. F. & R. Lockwood, New- 
York, 1825. pp. 32. 


THe importance of female virtue is universally admitted, and 
the influence of women on human society is confessedly great. 
Every attempt, therefore, to improve their gentle natures, should 
be warmly encouraged, and every effort to persuade them to 
employ their weighty influence for the credit of their own sex, 
as well as for the interest of the Christian religion, ought to be 
highly applauded. But we think the best judges of female merit, 
will hesitate to allow, that this sermon of Dr. Spring, is calcu- 
lated to make any very wholesome impression upon his fair 
auditors, as they are politely termed. For ourselves, we cannot 
think that any part of Scripture would leave such an impression 
on our minds, as has been made by the perusal of this discourse ; 
and we think they must have but a poor opinion of the excel- 
lence of divine truth, who can admire such a production as 
this. 

The text is taken ffom Prov. xxxi. 39. ‘Many daughters 
have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.” The Doctor 
introduces his sermon by declaring it to be a device of the great 
adversary, to depreciate the worth of the female sex, and that to 
consign this sex to obscurity, is one of the most powerful engines 
of perpetuating his empire; but the Scriptures delineate and 
unfold the dignity and detail the qualifications of women. The 
first part of the sermon is an attempt to set forth the excellencies 
of the female character; and those which he mentions are in- 
dustry and economy, a well cultivated mind, neatness and taste, 
and personal piety. The second part of the sermon sets forth 
the influence of a woman possessing the above qualifications. 
These virtues, it is asserted, exert an influence of the most en- 
viable kind upon the lady herself—that this is most observable 
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amid the endearments and duties of conjugal life—it is seen up- 
on her as a mother, and at the head of a family, among domes- 
tic relations of a less important kind ; and it is added, that the 
qualifications in question, exercise a powerful influence upon 
those whom God has excluded from the matrimonial bond.— 
Lastly, the whole sermon is concluded by an intimation that the 
female character is destined to rise, and not to fall; and a short 
address, setting forth the peculiar benefits which women have 
received from Christianity, with the consolation which it yields 
them. 

In remarking upon this sermon, it is doing no more than jus- 
tice to its author, frankly to allow, that he has chosen a very 
proper subject for an address to a female society, and that the 
manner in which he has discussed it is highly pleasing, and can- 
not fail giving universal satisfaction to his fair auditors, unless, 
perchance, there may be some among them who may prefer the 
solid and substantial truths of the Gospel to every other kind of 
entertainment from the pulpit. The language is simple and en- 
gaging, and, with one or two exceptions which may have arisen 
from inadvertence, correct and elegant. But the chief merit of 
this discourse seems to be the ingenuity displayed in it, in recon- 
ciling the self-denying maxims of the Bible with the fashions of 
the day. In it, we think the author has given unequivocal evi- 
dence that he has been at some pains in studying the female 
character, and that he is not deficient in that kind of address, 
which has generally been found to have great influence with the 
softer sex. When, however, we have said this, we have said 
nearly all that can be said in favour of this sermon; and having 
done this, we will now proceed to point out some of its most 
glaring defects. 

It is unpleasant to a benevolent mind to dwell upon the defi- 
ciencies of a performance, whose professed object is to do good. 
But in this case they seem to be of such a ruinous tendency, that 
it appears to be the safest course to speak plainly and unspar- 
ingly. And seriously speaking, we cannot well conceive how a 
minister of the gospel, who knows that he was ordained to preach 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, can think he is doing his duty 
in the sight of God, in delivering such an address as this, on the 
Sabbath, to such a multitude of people, some of whom might 
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possibly be perishing for “lack” of the knowledge of Christ.— 
This, we think, is one of the most complete specimens of solemn 
trifling that we recollect to have seen, although specimens of 
this kind are by no means uncommon in these times. 

We confess there are but few sentiments advanced in this 
composition that are very objectionable when taken separately ; 
but when taken altogether, it leaves a very different impression 
on the mind from the doctrine of a certain apostle, on this sub- 
ject. 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4. —* Whose adorning, let it not be that out- 
ward adorning of plating the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel: But let it be the hidden man of the heart, 
in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.” — 
Nor must the Doctor imagine that the apostle differs materially, 
on this subject, from Solomon himself, who, with all his glory, 
appears to have had scarcely any other idea of dress, than that 
it should defend us from the inclemency of the weather, and who 
seems to have been of opinion, that good substantial homespun 
was far best for this purpose, as will be seen by consulting 
Prov. xxxi. 19,21, 23, 24, &c. Many things also are advanced 
in this work, which we should be disposed to let pass at the tea 
table without much blame, but which are highly to be reprobated 
when delivered from the pulpit, on the holy Sabbath, and in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ina word, we think that if the 
reverend gentleman could succeed in persuading his fair auditors 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they may be saved, he 
might safely leave them to regulate their own dress as they shall 
see cause; or if they find this too much for them, they might 
call in the assistance of a discreet milliner or mantuamaker, who 
might be as judicious advisers as our author, on this particular 
subject, although we by no means wish to depreciate his talents 
in this department of study. But what we consider the greatest 
defect in this discourse, is the almost total exclusion from it of 
those truths which, alone, under God, have power to convert the 
soul and to lead to holiness. We mean the doctrines of the fall of 
man, the corruption of human nature, and the redemption that 
is. by Christ, whereby the ruins of the fall are in some measure 
repaired. The opportunity for introducing these truths to no- 
tice was most favourable. The sermon was preached at the 
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request of a society whose professed object is to send the know- 
ledge of them to the heathen; and surely no better opportunity 
could be wished for than this, to instruct them how to improve 
those doctrines of the gospel for their own salvation, which 
they think may be of service tothe heathen. Nor, do we think 
that any good excuse for this neglect can be urged from the cha- 
racter of the text, for the Doctor does not confine himself very 
rigidly to his text; and even if he did, it would be no difficult 
matter to shew, that true religion, or the fear of the Lord, is set 
forth by the sacred writer, as the foundation of female excel- 
lence, and the source of all the qualifications which he enume- 
rates in the context. The fact is, it is pretty plainly intimated 
in this part of Scripture, that if true religion be practised, the 
other qualifications will follow of course; whereas favour and 
beauty, and we may add many other outward accomplishments, 
are often a cover to the most deformed soul, and sometimes con- 
ceal the most hateful qualities. 

We are aware that these observations have been drawn out to 
too great length; but our excuse is, the call to bear testimony 
against this sort of preaching, which, should it become general. 
will have a ruinous influence upon true religion. In conclusion, 
we have only to add, that although we have no wish that wo- 
men, professing godliness, should deny themselves any necessary 
or becoming decorations, yet notwithstanding this recommenda- 
tion of fine and neat dressing, we would humbly exhort the 
faithful ministers of Christ, to adhere strenuously to the good 
old method of persuading their hearers to mortify the lusts of 
the flesh and of the mind, and to warn them that if they live 
after the flesh, they shall die. In doing so, they may encounter 
trials—they may be accused of preaching extravagant doctrines, 
and be proclaimed by scoffers as the offscourings of their pro- 
fession ; but as they desire the pleasure of the Lord to prosper 
in their hands, let them not cease to call sinners to repentance, 
and to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ, and they 
shall shine as the stars for ever and ever, when all the splendor 
of gay clothing shall be forgotten, and all earthly glory shall 
have decayed 
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VINDICATION. 


Our remarks on the subject of Revivals, published in the 
March number, have called forth a severe criticism from the 
Editor of the Western Recorder. He has said much, and insin- 
uated more, no doubt conscientiously ; but we have no inclina- 
tion to enter the lists with him; nor yet, to “ adopt a different 
style of remark,” from that contained in our last. 

The Editor of the Recorder evidently shews, as well from the 
whole tenor of his strictures, as from giving a force to our lan- 
guage, which we never conveyed to it, by the use of italics and 
CAPITALS, that the general character of the Monitor offends him 
as highly, as did the article in question. But there is, however, 
one objection brought against us, which, though altogethe?t un- 
founded, in fact, calls for something more than a passing notice, 
viz: That we have neglected to delineate the features of that 
** little,” which we are willing to admit to be genuine in revivals. 
Now in answer to this, we have only to say, that since the Re- 
ligious Monitor came into operation, it has not ceased to set 
forth the distinguishing traits of the Christian character, in at 
least as equally ‘“ glowing colours,” as it has its counterfeits.— 
It was the errors and irregularities, which destroy vital godliness, 
wherever they exist, and not the increase of the religion of the 
Bible that we condemned. We ask the Editor of the Recorder, to 
point even to one article in our pages, not in strict conformity to that 
standard which the different sections of the Presbyterian church 
have adopted, and solemnly sworn to maintain as a correct and 
lucid exhibition of the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures: for, until 
he cana do this, the “style of remark,” which he has “adopted,” ill be- 
comes his professed adherence tothe truth. But the secret is here, 
the time has come, that men will not endure sound doctrine; many 
under the impulse of a zeal not according to knowledge, have im- 
agined the terms of admission to the visible church, established by 
the greatest and best men that have adorned human nature, (andas 
we believe, terms founded in scripture,) illiberal, antiquated, and 
so narrow-contracted, as to shut out the greater part of man- 
kind—and detract from the merit and natural ability of the sin- 
ner. Hence they have laboured, to “explode,” as they term it, 
the offensive parts of that very system, which they have solemn- 
ly vowed to maintain in its purity. Hence they have described 
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an atonement, and a satisfaction of the divine law—which are 
no atonement, and no satisfaction. In this way, they have re- 
jected Christ as a whole Saviour, and introduced a refined spe- 
cies of Arminianism. Alas! a rotten covering for the sinner’s 
nakedness, but the invariable refuge of poor apostate man—a 
covering, like the fig-leaves, with which guilty Adam sought to 
hide himself from the all seeing eyes of Jehovah—and a cover- 
ing, that shall prove equally vain. Yet, ‘‘ Be astonished, O, 
earth!” fallen man cleaves to i, with a tenacity, that requires the 
same Almighty power that stript Adam of his fig-leave covering 
and clothed him with the skins of beasts slain in sacrifice, to 
strip apostate man of his Lecat righteousness, and clothe him 
withthe finished righteousness of a Saviour. We will adduce 
but one proof, from ameng hundreds, to testify to the correct- 
ness of our statements. 

The same paper that contains the phillippic against’us, has the 
following paragraph, from the pen of one, who, in his ordination 
vows, yielded his assent to the important truths of the ‘ Con- 
fession of Faith of the Presbyterian church,” and stood solemn- 
ly pledged to preach them :— 


“ To say that I am under obligations to love God, to repent of sin, and to 
believe in Jesus Christ, because Adam had the power and lost it, is to talk 
neither logic nor scripture. You might just as well say, that 1am under obli- 
gation to exert the corporeal strength of one of my distant progenitors, who 
possessed the muscular powers of a giant, because he brought physical 
imbecility upon himself and his posterity by a course of indolence and exces- 
sive indulgence. Requirements of this nature would not comport with the 
government of an equitable man, much less with the government of a perfect 


God.” 

Thus this writer cuts and slashes, through about one hundred 
pages, pouring contempt by his “ cunning craftiness,”’ upon the 
poor deluded creatures, who, in the integrity of their hearts, 
hold fast to that creed which has ever been esteemed evangeli- 
cal by that communion of which he is proud to rank himself a mem- 
ber, and which has hitherto been the bond of her perfectness— 
and these sentiments meet the entire approbation of the Re- 
corder. But we have neither jeisure, nor inclination, to expose 
the fallacy of the above specimen of modern divinity—this, 
however, will be attended to in due season. Our only object at 
present, is, to show that the Recorder’s dislike to our “ style of 
remark,” extends, far beyond the precincts of a single article. 

Of one thing the Editor of the Recorder may rest assured, that 
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the “offensive forms of expression, imputed” to Mr. N. were ac- 
tually used by him on the occasion referred to; farther than this, 
we know but little of him. 

With this vindication of ourselves, we take leave of the Re- 
corder, with no other feelings towards him, than a sincere wish 
that he with us, together with all such as seek the ways of Zion, 
may be led into all truth, strengthened, established, and made 
meet for the inheritance of them that are sanctified, 


<LF— 


NOTICE TO PATRONS. 


Tue present number of the Reticiovus Monitor, ends our 
Editorial labours. And, in taking leave of our patrons, we feel 
bound to return them our grateful acknowledgments, while we 
inform them, that the great objects we had in view, have been 
partially accomplished. Our sole aim in attempting a work of 
this kind, was to awaken Christians to a sense of the alarming 
innovations that are daily coming in like a flood upon those re- 
ligious sentiments, which were the consolation and the joy of our 
fathers, and on which rest the glory and prosperity of the church, 
and to enlist in their cause, men qualified to contend for the truth 
with charity and meekness—in the latter, we have at least been 
successful. Henceforth the Religious Monitor will be conducted 
by men, well qualified to give it a standing not inferior to the best 
works of the kind, published in our country. It has often been 
regretted, that a religious work worthy of support, could not be 
established among us. The attempt is now made, and it rests 
with the Christian public to say, whether the Capital, of the first 
State in the Union, shall be any longer destitute of such a work. 

C. WEBSTER. 


—SLfF— 


Fourteenth Annual Report of the Albany Bible Society. 


Tue Directors of the Albany Bible Society, in making their 
14th Annual Report, beg leave to congratulate their constituents, 
and all the friends of the Sacred Oracles, upon the continued 
and increasing success, which attends the efforts, to extend the 
knowledge of God, and his salvation. The cause of truth, is 
uniformly advancing, and the friends of the Gospel of the Grace 
of God, animated by its own spirit, are not weary in well doing, 








468 Fourteenth. Annual Report of 


and seem resolved never to remit their labours of love, until ihe 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters do the 
sea. 

It is delightful, to look over the wide field of Christian enter- 
prise, and mark the progress of charity, to watch the effects of 
the most humble labours in the service of truth, and to dwell 
upon the evidences, which meet us every where, of the faithful- 
ness of our covenant keeping God. 

In the great work preparatory to the reign of universal holi- 
ness, Bible Societies, hold an exalted and mosi important rank. 
Their friends and supporters, have still a vast work to perform; 
a work that must be accomplished, before the church will arise, 
shake herself from the dust, and put on her beautiful garments 
and become the joy of the earth. 

It is animating, to witness the zeal, that prevails among those 
societies, which aré most earnestly engaged, in this benevolent 
work. This charity, emphatically, ‘twice blessed.” It has a 
most benign influence upon those who feel and exercise it—it 
produces brotherly kindness, among those, who entertain differ- 
ent opinions—it brings those together, who were once separated 
by arbitrary distinctions, and its effects upon individuals, and 
upon Society at large, are retining, comforting, and pre-emi- 
nently happy. 

The Albany Bible Society, though established among the 
earliest, in our country, has not been greatly distinguished, for 
its vigour, or extensive usefulness. For, after it was formed, 
many institutions, in every direction, were formed. This Socie- 
ty was happy, to aid other institutions, by its funds, and its 
efforts, and it rejoices in their prosperity. The Directors be- 
lieve, that, notwithstanding the multiplication of Bible So- 
cieties, much is left for us to accomplish; that our efforts may 
be made much more efficient, and useful in this vicinity; and 
that we are bound to do more, as an auxiliary to the great Na- 
tional Institution. 

It is believed, that the measures, proposed by the Society, at 
the last annual meeting, will be fully accomplished. The Direc- 
tors have applied to all the Ministers, and officers, of Congre- 
gations in this city, who are in any way connected with our 
society, antl are happy to state, that the proposal, to take up a 
collection, in aid of our funds, has been kindly, and promptly, 
accepted. Applications for a collection, will be made to all the 
congregations, in this county, and it is believed, that with proper 
attention, they will all unite, in this benevolent work. 

The Treasurer’s account, which is subjoined, will exhibit the 
state of our funds. 

During the last year, there have been distributed, 37 large, 
and 207 common Bibles, and 263 testaments, making in all, since 
the establishment of this Society, 5731 Bibles, and 2079 Testa- 
ments. 

What friend of truth can think of this number, without plea- 
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sure ! How many, have been comforted by our feeble instru- 
mentality! how many have been guided to the fountains of Sal- 
vation, and drunk of the waters ef life, by our efforts ! 

Shall not the thought, of what we have been permitted to 
accomplish, the consideration, of the great good we may yet 
perform, rouse us to new exertions, and constrain us to enter 
upon these labours of love, with new animation—with more de- 
voted zeal—with a more exalted sense of our obligations ? 
Our local situation, is peculiarly favourable. There is a great 
work to be accomplished ; and if we neglect it; who can hope 
that it will not be omitted and forgotten. 

Every thing is calculated to remind us of the shortness of 
time. Our oppoftunities for usefulness, are passing away. Our 
labours, for the welfare of the church—for the cause of truth— 
for the salvation of our perishing fellow men, must all soon ter- 
minate, and we shall be called to our final account—‘‘ Whatso- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is 
no work, nor wisdom, nor knowledge, in the grave whither thou 
goest.” 

During the past year, two of the officers of this Society, have 
been removed from all their trials, and labours, and charities, 
on the earth; our President and Recording Secretary. . 

The Hon. P. 8S. Van Renssevaer, one of the earliest founders, 
benefactors, and officers, of the Albany Bible Society, who was 
associated with all the public charities of this city, who is la- 
mented by every association of public utility, and mercy, and 
private munificence, was extended to every species of want, or 
wo, has left our bereaved society, destitute of his benevolent 
councils, and presiding care. With that Christian liberality of 
sentiment, which was attended with a noble generosity of feel- 
ing, he promoted, the best interests of this catholic institution, 
and devoted his influence, and assistance, to send the Gospel, to 
all the family of man. While we mourn his loss, we consider it, 
to be our privilege, to record his precious memory, and “ to rise 
up and call it blessed.” 

The Reverend Dr. Joseru Suaw, was an active, and most use- 
ful friend, to this society. His loss will be deeply felt, in our 
councils, as it already is, in the institution, which he adorned by 
his learning, and the sacred desk, which he ornamented by his 
devoted piety, and holy example. [ew men have been more 
distinguished, for extensive, and unostentatious benevolence. 
The eye that saw him, blessed him, and he caused the widows 
heart to sing for joy. “ Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord.” “The memory of the just, shall be had in everlasting re- 
membrance.”’ 

It is an animating truth, that christian care, is extending itself 
io new objects of interest, and, that calls upon the liberality of the 
community are constantly increasing. ‘This was to be expected, 
and is certainly a subject of joy and gratitude. ‘But is there not 
some danger, that we may forget the claims, of old, and well 
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established, institutions, in our zeal, to promote some new form 
of well doing. While all efforts, to spread the knowledge of 
truth, and by all lawful means, to carry the Gospel, to every 
creature, are dutiful, aud worthy of encouragement, may it not 
be useful, to inquire, whether we have paid, so much attention, 
to the spread of the Bible itself, as its pre-eminent advantages 
demand. Ought we not to do more for its universal diffusion, 
tie more engaged in this work, to give the claims of the Bible 
Society more prominence, and exert ourselves, with more vig- 
our, and earnestness, to increase its resources, and magnify its 
blessings. 

The Directors believe, that morg might be done, in this vi- 
cinity, that more ought to be attenfpted, and in the hope, and 
prayer, that much more may, hereafter, be effected, they resign 
to the Society, the trust, which it has reposed in their hands. 

By order of the Board, 
JOHN CHESTER, Chairman. 


Amount-of money received for the year ending February 1, 1825, $175 06. 
Do. expended, $275 80—Balance in Treasurer’s hands, $169 84. 


—<p—— 

American BisLeE Society.—The Treasurer of the American Bible 
fociety acknowledges the receipt of $5,156 during the month of March. 
Of this sum, one hundred and twenty dollars, were to constitute Ministers 
members for life; twenty, to constitute laymen members for life, and two 
thousand eight hundred and seven from auxiliary societies. The issues from 


the Depository in the same month were, Bibles, 6052; Testaments, 5788 ; 
total 11,840 ;—value $6526. 


Ram Monvum Roy.—A letter from this distinguished Hindoo has been 
received in Massachusetts. He says, “ ] am glad to inform you that we have 
at last succeeded in purchasing a piece of ground for 1200 rupees, in order 
that we can build a chapel, and a small but commodious house for a minis- 
ter ;” He anticipates the speedy fulfilment of their designs. 


New-JERSEY Montaty MaGazine.—The first number of a new work 
with this title has been published at Belvidere. It is neatly printed and 
contains 32 royal octavo pages, at two dollars a year. 
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OBITUARY. 
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.—PSALMS. 


There is a pleasing satisfaction in meditating on the good 
qualities of our departed friends, and an impartial account of 
their lives may be useful to survivors, especially if it be instru- 
mental in leading them to imitate the conduct of those who have 
acted well their part in life. And there is no one within the 
recollection of the writer of this obituary notice, better entitled 
to the grateful and affectionate regard of surviving friends than 
Mrs. Marcaret Fenton, who died on Monday morning, 28th 
March, at her late residence, corner of Washington and Wall- 
streets, after a lingering illness of some months. 

In remarking on the life of this excellent woman, it may be 

















Obituary. 174 


proper to mention that she was a native of Scotland—that 
she came to this country at an early period of her life—that for 
more than twenty-years she was an ornament to the honourable 
state of matrimony—that for a great part of her life she was a 
member of the Associate Presbyterian Church in this city, and 
that in simplicity and godly sincerity, she had her conversation 
in the world. 

Her good qualities were not of the ostentatious kind, 
that description which have ever been found most us 
beneficial. She conducted the concerns of her househ 
wisdom and discretion, and no one could be long in habit 
macy with the family, without perceiving that she was “a crown 
to her husband.” Indeed her whole deportment as a wife can- 
not be better described than in the words of the wise man when 
he speaks of a virtuous woman, whose price is far above rubies. 
‘The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he 
shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil 
all the days of her life.” 

In ali her domestic arrangements she studied economy, that 
she might have much to bestow upon those in need without any 
injury to her family. So that “wealth and riches” were always 
in her house, she had always enough for a very liberal hospital- 
ity, and always something to distribute to the poor and needy. 
In this she set an example which cannot be too warmly recom- 
mended to christians, as it leads at once to the exercise of self- 
denial, to the practice of that charity which never faileth, and 
to lay a good foundation against the time to come. 

Her christian conversation was exemplary and edifying. Her 
religion was not of a noisy and ostentatious character which is too 
common with some professors of religion in this age, but it was 
founded on the knowledge of divine- truth and proved by good 
fruits. She was a pattern of meekness and humility and in all 
her intercourse with her numerous christian friends, she was 
uniformly cheerful and kind. Her attendance on the public and 
private ordinances of the gospel was regular and devout. Her 
observance of religious duties was conscientious and her seat was 
never found empty in the house of God unless she had reasons 
for absence which she believed and knew would be sustained by 
the judge of all, and she might with propriety have adopted as 
her own, the language of the Psalmist on this subject, “ Lord I 
have loved the habitation of thy house and the place where 
thine honour dwelleth.”’ 

. Her constitution was by no means robust, and for several 
years previous to her death she seldom enjoyed perfect health. 

But she bore her afflictions and increasing infirmities with 
meek submission to the will of her Heavenly Father. In all her 
troubles, she was never heard to murmur at the dispensations of 
divine providence, nor to charge God foolishly, but she was often 
heard to express an ardent desire to profit by those afflictions 
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wherewith she was visited. She was deeply setisible that sin 
isthe cause of all the evils which we are called to eridtre, and 
often in the. time of -her sickness she referred to that part of 
scripture’where it is said;** The Lord will,not cast off forever. 
But though he cause grief yet will he have compassion accord- 
ing to the Yultitude of hismercies. For he dees not afflict wil- 
Jeni nor grieve the children of men.” : 

0 be ring her last’ ilness which was both lingering and painful, 
Societys enabled to. suffer affliction with patient resignation, and 
gur, anc. consolation ftom the promises of the Gospel.. ‘Though 
Alessin&. but little dispesed to speak of her own attainments, no 
one could He near her long without being satisfied that her heart 
was right with! God"and sound in his statutes.“ She repeatedly 
site those #bodut her ‘fiiat her only hope of eternal life rested 
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ee grace ofGadthrough our Lord Jesus Christ, and 


y on thegfr 
thet Pia Rar duxiotis desire, to be entirely, at the disposal 


of adivihe providerice. From the beginning of her last sickness 
she appeared to be entirely weaned from the world, to act as if 
she had done with this life, and to hold her conversation all in 
heaven. Towards the close of her life she expressed her warm- 
ést gratitude to. God for the manner in which he had ordered 
her lot» in the world; and declared from her own: experience, 
that “all the pa’ of the Lord to her, had been truth and 
sure mercy. A: few hours’ before her death, one standing by 
suggested to her, that at was matter of thankfulness that she 
had been ‘enabled -to. bear »affliction so patiently, and without 
murmuring to endure,theschastening of the Lord. To this she 
replied that.shechad for thirty-years been occasionally in 'the 
school of affliction, and that she ought to have learned some- 
thing under such teaching, aid immediately. after added, God’s 
grace is sufficient ‘or me... He will gudge me with his counge! 
and afterward recvive..me to his glory. And shortly after she 
jell asleep.”’ , 

Thustived and died this eminently prudent and pious woman 
Her loss will be severely felt by her: bereaved husband, and her 
memory will. long be ¢herished’and- revered by her numerous 
friends who *knew her. worth. But. these things are not men- 
tioned to exeite unavailing regret. * For her, there is no cause 
to sorrow as thosé who*Hiiive no hope. Her contest is over and 
her victory is won. ‘Thotgh her conflict was long, the-rest into 
which she has entered is glorious. She came to hér grave in 
fullage.as a shock of corn cometh in, in-his season. They 
are only mentioned with a view to stir upethers to imitate her 
many virtues; to consider the end of her conversation’ and fo 
be¢ome.. followers of them who through faith-and patience, are 


“nos inbe rit ing the promises ‘For if we hélieve that Chiisi 
died and rosetagain, ever so them also. which.sleep in Jesu wil! 
God bringewith bit.” 65 = 
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